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1 Year—$30 
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~Newsletter Only~ 
1 year—$15 
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*Membership is not limited 
to practicing midwives.  
The IMA is intended as a 
network in which all those 
interested in midwifery can 
organize, communicate, and 
educate each other and 
birthing families*  

 
 

MAIL TO:  
Indiana Midwives  

Association 
 

PO Box 3704 
West Lafayette, Indiana 

47996 
 

indianamidwivesassoc,com 

The Midwives Connection 
is a quarterly newsletter. It 
will be distributed to IMA 
members, subscribers and 
other organizations with 
whom newsletters are  
exchanged.   The IMA and 
Midwives connection are 
not responsible for any  
information/claims made.  
Contributions to the  
newsletter are welcome.   

THE BIG PUSH WEEKEND  
 

The weekend of November 9-11, 2007 more than fifty birth advocates from 20 
states and Canada met in Chicago. Their purpose was to share experience and 
resources to aid in licensing Certified Professional Midwives. The meeting was 
hosted by those involved in licensure in Wisconsin and included representa-
tives from national organizations such as the National Association of Certified 
Professional Midwives (NACPM), the North American Registry of Midwives 
(NARM), the Midwives Alliance of North America (MANA), the International 
Center for Traditional Childbearing and Citizens for Midwifery, ICAN, as well 
as others. Betty Anne Daviss and Ken Johnston, authors of the BMJ 2005 arti-
cle involving a prospective study about homebirth with CPM's, presented their 
data justifying the relevancy of the study and adding more analysis of the 
safety of homebirth with CPM's. Mary Ann Griffin, Jennifer Williams and 
Julie Pohoresky attended from Indiana. This group will definitely be an asset 
in helping Indiana move legislative activities forward.  For more information 
or to get involved with these efforts contact an IMA Board Member, one of the 
ladies listed above or Katherine Prown at Kprown@prodigy.net   

~ GET INVOLVED! ~               ��������	�
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Indiana Midwifery Taskforce Rally 
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Pre-Conference Workshop 

Workshop Attendees judging blood loss. 

Suturing instructions 

Checking out the beautiful handcrafted 
bags made for the conference attendees. 

Pictures provided by Rhoda 



Helping with Legislation —What can you do? 
 

We’re gearing up for another legislative effort.  What can you, as a midwife do to help things along?   
What can you, as a client do?  It’s so easy to become overwhelmed.   

Let’s see if we can break it down into some easy steps. 
 

Three simple things that anybody can do. 
1. Write a check to the Indiana Midwives’ Taskforce (IMT ~ w����������������	
���
���
�	��
�  ).   
      It takes you only a few minutes; you can do it in the privacy of your own home, in your pajamas. 
2. Talk about the issues to everybody you know.  It doesn’t have to be fancy talk, just “gee, did you know that 

midwives need a license to practice and they don’t have one?”  It’s surprising how many people do not know that their 
favorite midwife could go to jail for doing what she does.  And most people do not even know that there ARE midwives 
and that there are two different kinds!  Every conversation you have helps. 

3. Join or ask someone you know to join the Indiana Midwifery Supporters Yahoo group 
(INMWsupporters@yahoogroups.com).  Or better yet, ask 5 or 10 people!  We need  

       a HUGE network of folks to make this work!  Email is such an easy way for so many people to stay connected.  You 
need a free Yahoo account to sign up.  Just go to www.yahoo.com and click on “groups”.  From there, search for 
“INMWsupporters.”  If you’re reading this, and you are a midwife, then we hope that every one of your  

       clients joins! 
 
Willing to do a little more?  Well, how about: 

1. Plan to attend the rally at the Statehouse in Indianapolis on January 24th.   
       We don’t yet have the times, but mark it on your calendar! Details will be forthcoming. 
2. Find out who your state representative and state senators are.   
       We need you to be ready to send out letters and to make phone calls; this is the first step. 
3.    Ask someone else to write a check to the IMT! 

 
Ok, really ready to make a bit more of a commitment?  Well, how about: 

1. Get three other people to go to the rally with you.   
       It’s more fun to travel in a group, anyway!  While you’re at it, make a few signs to take with you! 
2. Take pictures of you and your children who were born at home.  Send them to your legislators.   
       Let’s put a human face on this; all kinds of people have their babies at home.  And the babies are pretty darn cute and 

they grow up into cute kids!  Be sure to include information about the town where you are from, so that they know that 
you are a constituent. 

3.    Hold a fundraising event.   
a.    This can be pretty simple: hold a pancake breakfast / rummage sale / bake sale at a church, club, or school and 

charge a little bit and send it to the IMT.   
b.    You can go a step further and ask a client/friend who plays music to do it at your house and give a little talk 

after about how important it is to have midwives and how we really need this legislation.  Charge some money 
for admission and there you go.  You’ve held a fundraiser! 

 
Now, you’re talking: Let’s really get something DONE! 

1.    Hold a big fundraiser.  Arrange for a showing of the Business of Being Born; get a guest speaker or two 
and hold it at a bigger venue in your area.  Oh, it’s not that hard.  Others have done it and you can contact the IMT 
or IMA and get some help on this.  Think big!  Try to raise $1000 or more! 

2.    Volunteer to organize consumers in your area.  Do you like connecting with people?  Do you want to help change 
the world?  (well, at least our little corner of it…) Help us get more people involved!  Give back to those who have 
given us all so much!  Interested?  Contact the IMT or IMA today!!!!! 

 
Ok, you’ve read to the end.  Let me make one last plea:  

We are in danger of losing the midwives we have and in danger of having no midwives in the future.  Act today! 
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If someone has the Newborn Screening Video that was  made available at the 2006  

conference. It should be returned to Newborn Screen ing ASAP.   

����������� ����������������� ����������������� ����������������� ������ ����
March 14th is the deadline for articles, pictures, notices, et c..  

������!�������"���������������!�������"���������������!�������"���������������!�������"��������� ����
Citizens for Midwifery ����

Grassroots Network Message 711025  

Ken Johnson and Betty-Anne Daviss, authors of the study on birth outcomes for Certified  
Professional Midwives that was published in the British Medical Journal, now have a website at  
www.understandingbirthbetter.com. Probably of greatest interest is the "Answers to Questions" 
page, where they answer clearly and in some detail some questions people have had about the 
study.  Even if you did not have questions, this page is very educational. (If you are not familiar 
with this study, check out CfM's summary at http://www.cfmidwifery.org/pdf/CPM2000.pdf .) 

The Midwives Alliance of North America has just announced a beautiful new public education 
website "Mothers Naturally", which also includes listings of midwives, information about natural 
pregnancy, home birth, midwives and birth stories. The site is a work in progress, with plans to 
expand content, but go check it out at www.mothersnaturally.org. 

Mailing Addtess goes  here 
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